Reading Organizer — Economy and Ecology

Name

Reading Passage

Answer this after completing all questions and the reading: Is there a pro-
European or pro-Wabanaki bias in this passage? Defend your answer (on
separate paper)

The Myth of the Limits of Horticulture
1. List at least 4 renewable resources that the Wabanakis traded.

2. The author does not agree with many textbooks that the Wabanakis were
nomadic, unsettled people. In the space below, list 3 of his arguments.

3. How did the Europeans evaluate non-agricultural Natives? Name a
specific action or event that illustrates this evaluation.

4. What major change in the ecology of Maine was made by early Non-
Native farmers? What were some probable impacts of this change on the
Natives?



Maritime Resources

1. List in the space below the marine resources mentioned in the passage:

2. Which of these resources would be most harmed by damming riverways?

3. List, by season, resources that the Wabanakis harvest (catch, spear, fish
for).

4. What other changes to the ecology of Maine were made by the
Europeans?

5. List the European "trade goods" mentioned in the article. What were they
used for by the Wabanakis?



Ecology is Economy
1. In what specific ways were the economies of both the European and
Wabanaki communities dependent on the same ecology?

2. In what specific areas of ecology did the two cultures and economies
overlap?

3. In what ways did European settlements, and the European desire to
promote their own economies, harm the Wabanakis' economy?

4. In what enormous way did contact with the Europeans devastate the
Wabanakis' culture and economy? Explain the effects of this devastation
as best you can, focusing on specific economic and cultural activities (eg.
hunting, basket-making, farming).



