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Objectives: at the completion of the lessons, students will: 

• Demonstrate an initial understanding of the differences between Penobscot worldview 
and non-Native worldview with regard to land use and ownership 

• Demonstrate a knowledge of the location of Penobscot ancestral and reservation lands  
• Be able to frame historical questions before and after reading primary source materials, 

specifically relating to the Penobscot land sales of 1833 
 
Target: grade 8, 4 or more class periods 
 
MLR:  HISTORY A-1, C-5, GEOGRAPHY B-3 
 
MLR (proposed revised):  

1. Social Studies B3b: Students describe the political systems and civic responsibilities 
within cultures, including Maine's Native AmericansÉ  

2. Social Studies C2b: Students describe the economic aspects of cultures, including 
Maine Native AmericansÉ  

3. Social Studies D1b:  Students use the geographic grid and a variety of types of maps 
to gather information. 

4. Social Studies E1d:  Students analyze interpretations of historical events that are 
based on different perspectives, and evidence. 

5. Social Studies E2c:  Students describe major turning points and events in the history 
of Maine Native AmericansÉ  

 
 
Resources and Background Materials: 
 
 Classes that have completed the Treaty of 1818 lesson will have already mapped the 
locations in this lesson. 
 

• Indian Agent Report Ð 1823 Ð regarding the conditions of the Penobscots Ð original Ð 
http://windowsonmaine.library.umaine.edu/view.aspx?objectId=4-114&currentfile=0 

• Indian Agent Report Ð 1829-30 Ð regarding purchase of two townships of Penobscot 
lands - http://windowsonmaine.library.umaine.edu/view.aspx?objectId=4-
117&currentfile=0 

• Penobscot Nation answer regarding sale of lands, 1829 - 
http://windowsonmaine.library.umaine.edu/view.aspx?objectId=4-116&currentfile=0  

• Copies of Penobscot Tribe Map Ð reprint from .pdf download available at Norumbega 
Reconsidered: Maps - 
http://www.davistownmuseum.org/PDFs/NorumbegaReconsideredMapAppendix.pdf  

• Copies of map of Penobscot county: 
http://www.etravelmaine.com/skyline_kayak/river_map.htm 

• Copies of map of Maine, 2005, Townships (selection) Ð printed in DeLorme 2005 Maine 
Atlas 

• Copies of Penobscot County map from DeLorme Maine Atlas (selections) 



• Student copies of Penobscot Land Sale of 1833  – Organizers 1 & 2 
 

 
For teacher: 
 
• Penobscot petition on sale of two lower townships, 1829 -  

http://windowsonmaine.library.umaine.edu/view.aspx?objectId=4-9&currentfile=0  
• Commissioners report on purchase of Penobscot Tribal lands, 1833 - 

http://windowsonmaine.library.umaine.edu/view.aspx?objectId=4-92&currentfile=0 
• Executive Council Report on purchase of Indian lands Ð 1833 - 

http://windowsonmaine.library.umaine.edu/view.aspx?objectId=4-54&currentfile=0  
• The Wabanakis of Maine & the Maritimes  
 

 



Background:  The document-based lesson, The Treaty of 1818 Between the Penobscot 
Indian Nation and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, is designed to be completed 
before this lesson.  It contains a mapping exercise that makes the geography of this lesson 
more clear. Find it at http://www.leasttern.com/Wabanaki/Lessons.  

Several of these documents must be read as facsimiles of the original script. The 
teacher should be prepared to "translate" them as necessary.  

Before beginning this lesson, students should have a sense of historical time, including: 
Wabanaki tribal lands and tribal locations in Maine (changing over time), European contact, 
wars, and settlement growth to 1823, Penobscot ancestral territory.  Students should also have 
an initial understanding of the early role of the state Indian Agent. They should know that 
Maine's Indian Affairs are separate and independent from the Federal Indian Affairs. 
 
Vocabulary: 
 

1. concur - agree 
2. mode Ð a way of doing something 
3. subsistence (subsistance) - food 
4. grievance Ð formal complaint 
5. weirs (wares) Ð dam-like fence placed across a stream or length of water, used to trap 

fish in quantity 
6. seine (sein) Ð large fishing net that can be drawn closed to collect large numbers of fish 
7. tide water Ð division between high and low tide lines, seines placed here will trap fish 

that come upriver at high tide to feed 
8. annihilated Ð completely destroyed 
9. cultivation - planting, growing, harvesting of crops 
10. freshets Ð streams running across the islands into the river 
11. propagated Ð multiplied, increased in size  
12. prudent Ð wise, good judgment, especially with regard to managing resources 
13. ardent spirits Ð alcohol, hard liquor (brandy, rum) 
14. desultory Ð disorganized, aimless or wandering 
15. indolent Ð not showing or making an effort 
16. annuity Ð money paid to someone, or a tribe, yearly or at a regular interval (an annuity is 

part of the 1820 treaty) 
17. idle Ð not working, not producing anything 
18. destitute Ð lacking resources necessary to subsist or live 
19.  insuperable Ð impossible to overcome or deal with successfully – too much 
20. suffrage Ð the right to vote in public election 
21. freeman Ð citizens (thus subject to the acts, laws and dictates of the state) and NOT 

tribal members 
22.  diminution Ð reduction in size 
23.  benevolent Ð acting out of kindness and generosity 
24. coercion Ð use of force of threat to make people do something they do not want to do 
25.  propensity Ð tendency to behave in a certain way 
26. degradation Ð living without dignity, health or expected comforts 
27.  inducement Ð reason for doing something 
28. non compos (non compos mentis) Ð not mentally competent 
29.  accessions Ð additions to (the tribe growing when migrants from other tribes join it) 
30.  odious Ð disgusting, contemptible  
31.  tenancy in common Ð tribal ownership 
32.  severalty Ð individual ownership 
33.  pauperism Ð poverty 
 



Lesson: 
 
 Day 1: 
 

1. Locate on the Penobscot county and Tribal Lands maps: 
a. Old Town and a distance of 22 miles "upriver" 
b. Passadumkeag 
c. Penobscot River 
d. Kennebec River (off the map) 
e. Mattawamkeag River (where it meets the Penobscot River) Ð if students have not 

previously located the 2 townships on either side of this point and the 2 
townships below Millinocket, they should do so 

f. Piscataquis River 
2. Review Vocabulary 1-13 (or this can be assigned on Day 1 for homework) 
3. Distribute copies of the 1823 Indian Agents Report and Organizer 1.   

a. As a group or individually, have students read the report and complete the 
organizer. 

b. Discuss: What is the overall tone of the discussions related? What is the attitude 
of the Agents with regard to the Penobscots? Of the Penobscots toward the 
Agents?  Where do you see these attitudes expressed?  

c. Circle words and phrases that express these attitudes. 
d. What does the Agent imply is the obligation of the Commonwealth with regard to 

the Penobscots?  Does this agree with the Penobscot view? 
e. Summarize after reading: What have you learned about the effects of white 

settlement of Penobscot territorial  lands on the Penobscot River? 
4. Homework – vocabulary 14 Ð 33 (teachers may elect to distribute vocabulary with 

definitions in class the next day) 
 

Days 2 & 3: 
 

1. Distribute copies of the 1830 Indian Agent Report (transcription) and the Organizer 2 
a. Have students read the 1830 Indian Agent Report through Part 1 (Questions 1-

21), individually or in small groups 
b. Create a short timeline of the negotiations with the class (this can be completed 

by students as they read): 
i. Feb. 19, 1829 – Agent Deane appointed to negotiate purchase – note this 

is a different Indian Agent 
ii. August – Agent travels to Old Town, speaks to Governor Etien, then Agent 

travels to Mattawamkeag river townships 
iii. 3 to 4 days later – Agent expects Governor, who does not arrive, returns 

to Old Town and speaks with Priest 
iv. November 3 – negotiations begin in Old Town 
v. November 5 – Indians ask for Wickhegan ("no da wig hi gat" writer or 

notary) – this results in the Penobscot Answer document 
vi. Monday, November 9 evening – Penobscots reject sale of land 
vii. November 10 evening – agree to sale, Agent offers $10,000 
viii. November 11 evening – Penobscot counteroffer is 6x Agent offer 
ix. November 12 – Agent tells Penobscots there will be no purchase 

c. With the students, read Part 2 of the Agent Report and complete Organizer  2 
questions (this could be projected and done as a class Ð the reading is more 
difficult)   



i. Stress and discuss the difference between the Priest's and the Agent's 
view of Indian sovereignty.  Compare both with the 1823 Agent Report. 

ii. Discuss: "The Indians resisted as long as they could, but finally 
submitted."  This is not historically accurate. It is a Eurocentric statement. 

iii. Review the background of Penobscot treaties and actions since 1796. Is it 
true that Penobscots "have not for many years even pretended a claim to 
sovereignty"?   

iv. The Indians of Maine are, in fact, not in the same condition as the 
Cherokee, etc. They do not fall under the protections and effects of the 
Federal Indian Law, policies and acts. The Indian Removal Act is in the 
works in 1829 and becomes law in 1830. 

v. In the 150 years following this document, the paternalistic nature of the 
relationship to the State increased, but benefits did not increase.  To some 
extent, the Agent's predictions were verified. Agents played a major role in 
the distribution, or lack of it, of income funds and state support for the 
Penobscots.  However, Native and tribal industry also developed and 
grew. [Read more in The Wabanakis of Maine & the Maritimes A-21-A-31]. 

vi. The Settlement Act of 1980 resulted in changes in the State relationship to 
the Penobscots that is not unlike what the Agent proposes, but "tenancy in 
common" remains an essential part of tribal worldview. The Agent does 
not understand this view – he repeatedly insists that private ownership is 
both essential and desired by the Penobscots. Introduce students to the 
idea that Eurocentric worldview is about "an addiction to production," 
whereas the Native worldview is about the conservation and sharing of 
resources. 

5. Discuss:   
a. Upon what did the Agent base his assessment of the Penobscots, their condition 

and their future? 
b. Ask students to circle words in the Agent Report that suggest or convey negative 

judgments of the Penobscots. Many of these words are on the vocabulary list. 
These are powerful words that convey and reinforce stereotype. Impress 
students with this language. 

c. The Agent exhibits little knowledge or understanding of Penobscot worldview or 
tribal history.  The Penobscots have little opportunity to get to know the Agent as 
a person. In what ways might such knowledge have altered the events described 
in this report?   

 
Day 4 
 

1. In class, read aloud the Penobscot Answer….  written on November 5 by the Council. 
2. Summarize the main point made in each paragraph.   
3. Address these questions: 

a. What is the Penobscot view of family (wives, children) expressed in this 
document? 

b. Does the document express Penobscot greed? How about white man's greed? 
c. John Deane's document does not mention the need for taverns on the military 

road. What might explain this?  
d. What accommodations to white man's needs have the Penobscots made and 

what do they promise to make in the future? 
e. Does the Answer make its point effectively?  How? 
f. Does it appear that Agent Deane was affected or influenced by the document?  

In what way? 



4. Present the class with these facts: 
a. In a document dated December 30, 1829, the same Penobscots petitioned the 

Governor and the Legislature of the State of Maine " to pass an Act authorizing 
the Agent, with the consent of this tribe previously, expressly had, but not 
otherwise, to sell our two lower townships or any portion thereof." 

b. In a letter addressed to Samuel F. Hussy [name unclear], Indian Agent,  and 
dated May 10, 1830, reference is made to a secret communication to Maine 
Governor Lincoln about Penobscot fishing rights. It states that "a prohibition 
against intruding on the Indian privileges" has been issued. 

c. In 1833, the sale of all four townships was completed by Commissioners 
appointed by the State and approved by the Governor and the Council of the 
State of Maine.  The purchase price was $50,000, to be placed in trust in the 
State treasury. Interest was to be used, by the Indian Agent, "for the benefit of 
said tribe; provided it should in their opinion be required for the comfortable 
support of said Tribe." 

d. Following this land sale, there was dissent within the Penobscot Nation about 
how to respond to the "modern world." 

e. This agreement was in effect until the Department of Indian Affairs was dissolved 
following the 1980 Settlement Acts.  

5. Discuss:   
a. What do you make of the conflicting points of view contained in the three 

documents?  
b. Why do you think the Penobscots agreed to the land sale? What do you think of 

this decision?  Why? 
c. In what ways do these documents reflect stereotypes already in place about the 

Indians?  In what ways do they refute these stereotypes? 
 
Assessment:  RAFT  - students should complete one of the following: 
 
Role Audience Format Theme 
Settler on a farm, 
banks of the 
Penobscot 

Land Agent Letter Defending your right 
to fish off of your 
land, graze your 
cattle and harass the 
Indians 

Land Agent Massachusetts 
citizens eager to 
purchase land or 
receive land grants in 
new territory off of the 
Penobscot River 

Brochure Land is plentiful, 
fishing is good, 
Indians are not a 
threat, many other 
advantages 

Penobscot elder Penobscot children Story - oral The story of the 
meeting between 
Agent Deane and 
Governor Etien and 
his council Ð the story 
should contain a 
lesson and humor 

Artist/Writer Students, 2007 Comic book The story of the 1829 
meetings between 
Agent Deane and the 



Penobscot Governor 
Etien and his Council 
Ð this should convey 
stereotypical behavior 
and attitudes, 
caricature 

Maine History 
Textbook Author 

Students, 2007 Part of a history text 
chapter 

Write the section of 
the text titled: Post-
Revolution Penobscot 
Land Disputes, 
Treaties and Transfer  

 
Assessment: Essay  -  Trace the loss of Penobscot ancestral territory and its effects on the 
economy and culture of the Nation. 
 
Follow-up:   

1. Students can undertake similar studies of Passamaquoddy treaties. 
 

2. Independent research of related Wabanaki topics that continue the historical study, 
including:  
• land grants,  
• population growth, Maine demographics, 
• the role of the Priests and religion on the reservations,  
• the effects of growing State paternalistic policies on the Wabanakis (including 

Boarding Schools, sterilization),  
• the Settlement Acts of 1980,  
• topics related to Indian stereotypes Ð Students can complete a short reading of The 

Sign of the Beaver and the lesson "Stereotypes: What Do You Think?" 
(http://www.leasttern.com/Wabanaki/WabanakiStereotype/index.html#beaver)  

• contemporary Wabanaki economic issues, 
 

3. This would be a good time to include a unit on Penobscot culture Ð stories & legends, 
artifacts and handcrafts, contemporary artists and writers, language 

 
 
 


